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SUBJECT: FY 1975 INTERNATIONAL VISITOR PROGRAM 

REF: MANAGUA 867 

WHILE THIS IS AN UNUSUAL REQUEST, MINISTEROF PUBLIC 
WORKS GONZALEZ WOULD TECHNICALLY QUALIFY FOR A HIGHER PER 
DIEM. IN COUNTRIES WITH MODEST CU BUDGETS THE GENERAL 
PRACTICE IS TO AVOID ESTABLISHING PRECEDENTS FOR HIGHER PER 
DIEM RATES, SINCE THIS OBVIOUSLY RESULTS IN FEWER GRANTEES. 
HIGHER PER DIEM RATES ALSO REFLECT IN GREATER COSTS FOR 
ESCORT/INTERPRETERS AS THEY ARE PAID ACCORDINGLY. IF POST 
BELIEVES THAT VIP STATUS WARRANTED THIS INSTANCE, WE WOULD 
SUGGEST $45 PER DIEM.WHICH SHOULD BE ADEQUATE TO MEET HIS 
EXPENSES. TOTAL COST GRANT: $2,497. PLEASE ADVISE. INGERSOLL 
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